See you at our next meeting!

April 6,2010 7 PM
First Church, Nashua

Volume 33 Number 4 Meetings: Seven PM, First Tuesday of the month, usually at First Church, Nashua April 2010

NEXT MEETING - April 6

Program

Test equipment will be set in the meeting room inside the Church. 2 Meter rigs will be checked first — if time
permits, will do 440 MHz units

If you'd like to have your rig checked, request you bring a rig that's ready to operate. If you have a hand-held
radio working on batteries, charge them so it's ready to go. If you want to have your mobile rig checked, please
bring everything you need to fire it up in the meeting room; power supply, cables, and the like. If your rig has
an antenna connector type other than UHF or BNC, please bring your adapter that terminates in either of these
common connectors.

Your rig be checked using a signal generator, watt meter, frequency counter and deviation meter. Tests will
include transmitter power, frequency and peak deviation and receiver sensitivity.

If you haven’t already, contact Jack, WB1MDC (603-429-1137 or WB4AMDC@ARRL.NET) before the April
meeting if you will be taking advantage of this opportunity. Include rig model, power level, and whether
mobile, base, or hand-held.

Announcements
New/Renewed Members: KONPD, Howard
KB1TDK, Dan, is now AB1LS

AF1T’s presentation, Introduction to Antennas and Transmission Lines, to the Club on 2 March is
available at the Club web site, www.n1fd.org

May’s Program: “UHF & VHF ‘Down Under’” by Andrew, VK3CV

This month . ..

Announcements

Tiny Elephant

Badge Order Form
Treasurer’s Report
Membership Report
Board Meeting Minutes
Exam List

Club Meeting Minutes
Club Info & Calendar
Membership Appl Form

3,4
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Page 2 - Nashua Area Radio Club Bulletin, April, 2010

Tiny Elephant’s Corner

A NARC Bulletin Exclusive
A monthly column by Ed Deichler, K2TE

Your Call is RAEM??

Being an avid contester, | run across a wide variety of contests, large and small, that are just as varied in what
they celebrate or commemorate. A couple of months ago, | saw an announcement for the RAEM contest
sponsored by the Russian Union of Radio Amateurs that would take place over an eight-hour period during
Christmas. Ididn’t think much of it since it was Christmas and the XYL would crucify me if I tried to get on the
air.

A few days after the announcement, | saw an email on the YCCC reflector from Don, K2KQ, about the RAEM
event. | got to know Don quite well about 10 years ago when he organized the first of my trips to Grenada to
operate as J3A during the CQ WW CW contest. Don is in his mid-70s and has been hamming since he was a kid
like most of us. Don was one of those lucky kids who got into ham radio before WW I1. He had a ball chasing
DX and working a lot of stuff that doesn’t exist today. I think Don would have worked them all by the time he
finished school had it not been for the war.

Not long after the war, Don was back at it. He was closing in on the then-rare Worked All Zones award
sponsored by CQ. At one point he worked a station signing “RAEM?” as his call. He noticed that the operator
was very good on CW and, from the raspy tone and flutter, knew he was likely from the Russian polar region.
(Many of you that have been licensed since 1980 missed the fun of copying unintentional “FM” CW from the
days of poor power supply filtering and wanton coupling in homebrew transmitters.) When Don received a card
from AC4YN — Tibet was an independent country once — he noticed that he had 39 of the 40 zones confirmed,
missing only zone 19. Don checked his records and found that the odd RAEM station was indeed in zone 19!

Now the question was, how to get that QSL card. The timeframe was the late 1940s. The Cold War was in full
face-off. Russians were allowed to operate amateur radio but NEVER allowed to reveal their real address
beyond their oblast (state). All QSLs were handled by the Central Radio Club, Box 88, Moscow, a mail drop
that lasted throughout the era of the Soviet Union. Being a kid, Don figured RAEM (some guy named Krenkel)
was just like any other ham and would be happy to get a special request QSL card. So Don sent his card to the
obligatory Box 88 along with his picture. The fact that a picture was considered a personal contact from the
“Enemy” and could make life really ugly for the recipient never occurred to Don.

Almost by magic, Don got a reply in the form of a personal letter from Krenkel with his picture enclosed and a
promise that he would get the zone 19 QSL soon. Don resigned himself to the fact that the card could still take 2
years or more to get to him. Luckily, Don did not have to wait nearly that long for the coveted zone 19 QSL to
show up from the bureau. WAZ #334 hangs on the wall of the K2KQ shack to this day.

Don’s story got me curious about RAEM so I did some web surfing. The holder of this unique callsign was
Ernst Krenkel, a German who was born in Russia in 1902. He became interested in radio as a kid (what a
surprise) and, at the age of 18, managed to get himself assigned as telegrapher for an expedition to the polar
island of Novaya Zemlya with the Red Army. After his return, Ernst managed to persuade a professor at the
Lenin Laboratory to provide this experimental short-wave equipment that he could use for the Navy. He hustled
the Navy to let him test this new device in the Arctic as a lifeline back to Moscow. His bluff worked and he was
off on an adventure few of us would ever experience.

(Cont’d Page 3)
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Your Call is RAEM?? (Cont’d from Page 2)

During the 30s, Ernst became a fixture as the miracle communications man on Soviet polar expeditions. His
skill as an operator in the harshest environment on earth earned him great respect among his crewmates. You
may think it is natural to forget differences when faced with survival in the elements, but this was Stalinist
Russia, where fear and distrust reigned supreme. Ernst was a German (not YET hated) and he was not a
member of the Communist party. Apparently, not everyone believed what “Uncle Joe” said was final.

The winter of 1933-34 found Ernst on the icebreaker Chelyushin making port calls along the Russian Arctic.
As the ship neared the Siberian end of its voyage in February 1934, the strong winds and pack ice slowed its
progress and soon it was stuck. The pressure of the ice combined with the winds submerged the bow of the
ship, forcing all on board to evacuate to the ice pack. Ernst managed to send a distress message before
abandoning ship so that rescue operations could get under way. For the next seven weeks, the group struggled
against the brutal Arctic cold as Ernst and his men tried to keep the radio gear working. Navigation by air at
that time was mostly by eyeball. A compass was especially tough in the North Pole region as well. Ernst had
to hope that someone would be able to recognize some of the landmarks he remembered along the route and
transmitted periodically.

The story had a happy ending when all 104 people were rescued. For his efforts, Ernst was declared a Hero of
the Soviet Union. A Swedish amateur who worked RAEM in a contest received a QSL from Ernst that was
remarkable considering the climate of the time. On the front of the QSL was the call UPOL with a picture of a
CCCP tent on the ice and below the usual QSO text field was printed: "Here formerly op of the North Pole
expedition 1937-38. Now RAEM, Moscow, G.S.D., Hero of the Soviet Union, Ernst Krenkel." On the
backside, there was a further explanation that simply said: "RAEM was the callsign of s/s Chelyuskin, crushed
by the ice in the Arctic Sea in 1934. | was there [as] the Chief Radio Operator. Since then, RAEM is my
personal callsign." The card even contained Ernst’s personal address, obviously unheard of for a “normal”
Russian.

Ernst’s exploits in the Arctic became legendary, culminating in a remarkable scientific expedition with three
other men that inhabited an ice floe for nine months. Like the words on his QSL card, Ernst never let the
notoriety and his special position go to his head. He became chairman of the Central Radio Club, a position he
held for many years. The club functioned reliably for decades (something rare in the Soviet Union) to channel
cards to the thousands of Russian amateurs.

(Cont’d Page 4)

NARC Club Badge Order Form

Please print your First Name and Callsign as you would
like them to appear on the badge:

WORLDWIDEDISTRIBUTION

Price: $5.00 each 224 N. Broadway
Send (or give) to : Treasurer, Nashua Area Radio Club Peter Cantara, KI1M SALEM, NH 03079

FAX (603) 898-1041

Nashua, NH 03061

ANAHEIM, CA : ATLANTA, GA : BURBANK, CA : DENVER, CO :
Please make checks payable to: Nashua Area Radio Club NEW CASTLE, DE : OAKLAND, CA : PHOENIX, AZ : PORTLAND, OR

Badges will be mailed.

SALEM, NH : SAN DIEGO, CA : SUNNYVALE, CA : WOODBRIDGE, VA




Page 4 - Nashua Area Radio Club Bulletin, April, 2010

Treasurer’s Report — February 2 to March 2, 2010
Beginning Balance $4,281.84

Receipts Disbursements
Membership $72.50 Feb Newsletter ($34.50)
2 Feb Refreshment Donations $11.00 2 Feb Refreshments ($27.64)
Newsletter Postage ($17.60)
State NH 5 year corporate
Non-profit filing ($27.00)
Total Receipts $83.50 Total Disbursements ($106.74)
Ending Balance: $4,258.60

Your Call is RAEM?? (Cont’d from Page 3)

Ernst’s life as an amateur has a lot of parallels to that of Don Wallace, W6AM. Like Don, Ernst’s skills as a radio
operator played an important role in history. Don was the radio operator on the ship that transported President
Wilson to the armistice talks at the end of World War I. Don went on to build a ham’s “Field of Dreams” with his
incredible rhombics. Ernst could get anything he wanted thanks to the Red Star that adorned his jacket, although
he rarely sported it.

Ernst became a Silent Key in 1971. He is buried in the same cemetery as Nikita Krushchev and Boris Yeltsin,
sort of a fitting tribute to the change that has swept the country.

NEAR-Fest - New England Amateur Radio Festival - Fri Apr 30-Sat May 1, 2010 - Deerfield, NH -
http://near-fest.com

Repeater moves —

a. 147.33+(PL141.3Hz) owned by Steve-N1SM, formerly at Manchester City Comm site and recently
on Mt. Uncanoonuc, moved to Bow, NH good coverage up and down the Merrimack River Valley.

b. 146.79-(PL88.5Hz) moving from Bow to Pittsfield, NH. This site will hopefully extend coverage
of the Bernie-N1IMO System to Lakes Region.

c. 147.195+(PL88.5Hz) Peterborough machine at Monadnock Hospital will be part of the N1IMO
System as planned.

In May, K2TE will give a presentation entitled “Receiver Technology — Then and Now” to the Contoocook
Valley Radio Club. The “April Fool” understands that Ed will provide chartered bus service with dinner on-
board to all NARC members who want to attend, root for him and, most importantly, clap, stomp and
whistle. See Ed to sign up.

SEWING MACHINES

VACS : QUALITY SERVICE : SALES

SERVICE DONE ON PREMISES MEMBERSHIP REPORT
i NASHUA®S As of 3/15/10
HOUSHOLD-COMMERCIAL 1
WE TAKE TRADE-INS i FINANCING - 3 SEW & VAC
100% GUARANTEED SALES & SERVICE SPECIALISTS
AUTHORIZED SINGER DEALER Members _ 53
ALL MAJOR 45 regular
KENMORE BERNIA CREDIT CARDS 8 life
NECCHI BABYLOCK
PFAFF SINGER A
VIKINV NEW HOME N E V E R E T T O E
WHITW BROTHER 51 EAST PEARL STREET,
JUKI ELNA NASHUA, NH

www.neveretts.com 883-5409



http://near-fest.com/
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The KY1N Memorial Exam List

Scheduled VE exams for April 2010: MA ME NH VT
Please check with the contact person, as some dates are tentative

Date Time Contact Location Phone

4/3/2010 10:30

4/9/2010 18:30
4/10/2010 9:00
4/11/2010 12:00
4/12/2010  19:00
4/14/2010  19:00
4/15/2010  19:30
4/15/2010 18:30
4/17/2010 9:00
4/17/2010 10:00
4/18/2010  16:00
4/19/2010 19:00
4/19/2010  19:00
4/20/2010 12:00
4/24/2010 12:00
4/24/2010 18:00
4/24/2010 9:00
4/28/2010 19:00 *

Larry Houbre, AA1FS
Ralph T Stetson Ill, KD1R
Ben Fleck, K2LYE

Bob Quinn, WV1A

Jim Clogher, N1ICN

Gary Frascarelli, W1GFF
Louis Harris, NJUEC
John Ruggiero, N2YHK
Bill Wade, K11J

Bryce Rumery, K1GAX
William Mcgarvey, AA1ZR
Richard Strycharz, KD1XP
Skip Denault, KBLCNB
Adam Woodbury, KIADW
Daniel Lee, W1DFL

David Cote, W1FAB
Norm Smith, NY1B

Paul Upham, KD1YH

Dartmouth
Burlington
Falmouth
Gloucester
Boston
Billerica
Canton

Worcester

Marlborough
South Portland

Calais
Ambherst
Fall River
Bedford
Danvers
Holyoke
Rockland

Lunenburg

508-991-6055
802-878-6454
508-540-2583
978-283-4660
617-364-4658
978-453-1100
508-668-0858
508-982-0617
617-699-3670
207-799-1116
207-853-2951
413-665-2211
774-644-3469
781-271-3062
978-352-4513
413-575-2950
207-354-6853
978-597-6535

NOTES: *= PREREGISTRATION MANDATORY
T = TECHNICIAN EXAMS ONLY
+= PLEASE CALL TO GUARANTEE
SEATING
TIMES ARE LOCAL TIMES
Please remember to bring the following with you”
a) Original & copy of FCC license (if licensed)
b) Originals & copies of all CSCEs you are
claiming
¢) One photo ID, or two non-photo IDs (one with
address)
d) The 2009 Test Session Fee of $15.00

For latest update check http://www.kyln.net

Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting — February 22, 2010

Attendees: Present were the President, Ed Deichler (K2TE); Secretary, Jack Duffy (NF1L); Treasurer, Bill Bordy (NJ1H);
Membership Director, Bill Lana (N4COY); and Activities Director, Bill Hammond (KA1SSR). The Vice-President, John Halbert
(W1SMN) was unable to attend.

Location: The February Board Meeting was held in the Hunt Room of the Nashua Library.

Program: Dale Clement (AF1T) will present a very interesting presentation on antennas using working models. The President will
take Dale and his wife Mickey to dinner at Martha’s Exchange before the meeting. April is Check Your Rig Night. Let Jack know if

you’re bringing your rig.

Treasury: We have $4337.70 in the bank at this time. Currently the Treasurer is providing all the accessory items needed to support
the new projector. Such as an extension cord, speakers, audio cables, VGA cables, DVI cables, and HDMI cables. Since there is
money left in the approved amount to buy the .projector the Board approved the Treasurer buying these items for the club. The Audit

Committee has reviewed

Secretary: Completed re-registration with the State for Non-Profit Status.

the books.

Field Day: We need a Tower School to train new Climbers. Field Day will again be held at Wasserman Park this time with shorter

towers.

Activities: Pizza is at La Carreta’s this week.

Membership:

We have 51 active members, 43 paid and 8 life members.

Adjournment: Having no further business the Board Meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM. The next Board meeting is March 29" in

the Hunt Room, Nashua

Library
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mailto:skip@newtestamentschool.org
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Minutes of the NARC Club Meeting — March 2, 2010

The President, Ed Deichler (K2TE), called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM in the First Church, and began the
meeting with introductions.

Program: The program was presented by Dale Clement (AF1T) and his XYL Mickie (W1MKY).

In teaching Amateur Licensing Courses, Dale found that students without the proper background had a problem
visualizing various electronic principles. His presentation was the result of many years of developing visual
aids that are easy to understand for the new amateur and support the question pool of the various license
classes.

Using a low power 432 MHz transmitter and a yagi antenna he began demonstrating the concepts of a dipole
antenna and its horizontal and vertical beamwidth.

A comparison was made between a dipole and an isotropic antenna. In order to get more gain a demonstration
was done that showed that stacked dipoles should be at least 5/8 wavelength apart. He also demonstrated the
ends of dipoles can be folded without much effect on the gain of the antenna.

He then demonstrated a cubicle quad with each side a ¥4 wavelength and a delta loop with each side a 1/3
wavelength. He demonstrated a Zepp antenna which includes a matching section and the J-Pole which is a
vertical form of the Zepp.

Dipoles that were multiples of %2 wavelengths demonstrated fracturing of the normal bidirectional beam.
Dipoles that were 1 wavelength long had a four beam pattern, while Dipoles that were 1 % wavelengths
exhibited a six beam pattern.

After many different antenna configurations were demonstrated by Dale and Mickie they then introduced us to
VBT (vinegar based technology) Antennas. First came the Hot Dog Dipole, then the Hot Dog vertical, and
these were followed by the Dilly dipole, the Pickle Pole and the “Cubepickle” quad.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer, Bill Bordy (NJ1H) reported that the Club Treasury balance is $4258.60.
Audit Report: The Audit Report was presented by Frank Swiech (N1DGQ) and Rich Carter (KELEV). The
Audit Committee found that all spending was in compliance with the approved Club practices and policies.
The Audit Committee also recommended that the Club fund a discretionary fund to handle unanticipated
expenses.

The Treasurer, Bill Bordy (NJ1H), requested a motion from the floor to set up such a fund at a level of $200.00.
Such motion was made and seconded. It passed by unanimous vote.

Adjournment: Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.
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Founded In Nashua, NH on Oct&HE7®, in order to operate a I
profit corporation for education and scientific purposes as follg

1)To educate and insearoficiency of its members in the scig
radio communications

2) To provide for the dissemination of information among its
concerning scientific advancement and progress in the fiel
communication

3) To organize and train uniisesfsed radio amateurs capab
maintaining radio communication as a public service during
emeraencv

Executive Board-2010:

President Ed Deicher K2TE (603) 4221 pres@nlfd.org
Vice Presidedihn Halbert W1SMN (603) 88836yp@nifd.org
Secretary  Jack Duffy NF1L (603) 832085secy@nifd.org
Treasurer Bill Bordy NJ1H (603) 883789treas@nlfd.org
Activities  Bill Hammond KA1SSR603) 592403, activities@nifd.d

MembershipBill Lana NACOY (6035579783 membership@nifd.o

Proarams -OPEN- proarams@n1fd.ora

Activities & Committees —2010:

QSLManage Ed Deichler, K2TE (603)42022:

Field D¢ Ed Deichler, K2TE (603329022:

StatiorTruste Ed Deichler, K2TE (603)42022:

ClubPropert

Trainin

TrainingAss! Rich Carter, KEIEV (6038892459

EC Liaisc Bill Lana, NACOY (6033579783

Audit Commit  Rich Carter, KEIEV (6038892459
Frank Swiech N1DGQ (603)-8287

\olunteer Exal  Jim Heedles, WW1Y (6036737395

Nashudrea Radio Club Internet Home Rtpgayww.n1fd.org

WebMaste Bill Bordy, NJ1H
webmaster@n1fd.org

NARC Board Mailing bost@n1fd.org

NARC General Members Mailingneisbers@n1fd.org

ARES Emergency Coordinator for Hillsboroug
Jim Blaine, WD4JZO0, 603-889-4429, wd4jzo@arrl.net

ARRL1-800-32-NEWHAM ornewham@arrl.org,
www.hello-radio.org

Nashu#rea Radio Club meetings are accessible for the
challengec

2010 NARC Calendar

Board Meetings:
MondayMar 297 PM - Nashua Public Library
MondayApr 267 PM 2 Court St, Nashua

Club Meetings: (Coffee & Donuts at 6:30 PM)
Tuesdayipr 67 PM - First Church
Tuesdayay 47 PM Concord St, Nashu

Programs:

Apri Check Your Rig NighitB4MDEJack
Mayi UHF & VHF Down UridéK3/C- Andrew

Weekly Events:

6 Meter Net: 15t& last Suh9 PM 50.18 MHz USE
10 Meter Net: 1st& 34Suni 9 PM 28.480 MHz US|

Pizza:
Thursdays 6:15 PM, Various Loc
check 147.045
Breakfast:
Saturdays 7:15 Al

537 Amherst St (Rt 101

Hillsborough County ARES Training Nets:
4h Thursday each mon®implex147.405
Other Thursdaly447.73 PL 88.5

New Hampshire ARES HF Training Net:
Saturdays8:30 AM  3.945 MHZA.§B

Nashua Area Radio Club Bulletin

PublishebdytheNashuareaRadioClub,Inc.jus
priorto its monthlymeetinganddistributeffeetc
memberandfriendofAmateuRadic

Bulletin Staff:

Edita Bill Lana, N4CO (603881730:
N4COY.NH@Gmail.com

Advertisir Positiovailab

Circulatic Bill Lana, NACO (603)881730:

Deadline for submitting artictesphotographs for thet
issuastheMondayollowinghecurrenmonti® Clubmeet
ing.Electronisubmissiorexepreferredndshouldesert
viaelectronimailto NACOWH@ GMail.cordnlineimage
mayalsobe sentelectronicaliy anystandardmagefile
formatMateridorpublicatiocanalsobesentoBill Lan
29 Pemberton Rd, Nashua, NH

Advertising enquirieshouldeaddressetb P O Box248
NashuaNH030610248or by contactingnyof ourBoad
MembersAdvertisinmattersnustnotberaisedoverthe
Amateuairwave.
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NashuareaRadioClubOfficiaMembershifpplicatit

New Applica  Date Applying Regulé Studenti§Over 65) Family y Renewe Regule StudenttS(Over 6  Famil

SepNov $2( $15.0 $30.0 $20.0 $15.0 $30.0
DecFeb $1t $11.2 $22.5
MarMay $1( $75 $15.01 AnnuaDues- dueSeptembéistofeachyea
JunAug $ ¢t $ 3.7 $ 75 MembershiarunsfromSeptembeo Augus
Name Callsign Class Packet address
Address City State
Home Phone Work Phone Email address
Monthly Newsletter Mailing Preferé&ieetronic US Me ARRL Memberyes  no Expiration date

Additional Family mem
Name/Callsign ARRL Membelyes no  Exp. Email address

Name/Callsign ARRL Membelyes no  Exp. Email address

Méke checks payable to: The Nashu&adigaClub. Mail check and application to: Membership, NBatlicaGlodg PO Box 2
Nashua, NH 03061.

In signing this application, | hereby apply for membership in the Radiou@ldreand agree to abide by its constitutidaves

Signatul Date
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