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It All Started Here… for me
Thank you, Aron W1AKI!



What is Portable Operation 
and Why Do It?
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• Portable is a great way to enjoy the outdoors
• It’s also a great way to get others involved in the hobby
• Hiking, Camping, Road Trips can all include portable operations!
• BE PREPARED for curious people to ask questions!
• Many Award Programs!
• It’s FUN!!



Portable Operating Awards Programs

• Summits on the Air (SOTA)
• Mountain Topping different peaks for 

points
• Parks on the Air (POTA)
• Many parks are on this list and is very, 

very popular
• Islands on the Air (IOTA)
• Another opportunity to collect awards 

while on islands of all sizes!
• Grid Squares
• Travel to obscure grid squares and watch 

the pile ups!
• Counties
• This is a great on to activate when 

operating mobile!



Portable Operating Awards Programs
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We are Very Lucky in New England!

• 1099 Peaks that available for SOTA activations
• Mount Champlain on Isle Au Haut on the coast of Maine

• 541 feet
• Mount Washington, New Hampshire

• 6,288 feet

• POTA has too many parks to count!

• US Islands Award Program has 232 Islands that qualify
• Maine – 100
• New Hampshire – 19
• Vermont – 19
• Massachusetts – 39
• Rhode Island – 35
• Connecticut - 20
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Summits on the Air - SOTAParks on the Air - POTA

Iowa

Appalachian Mountains 
New EnglandNew England

Montana – North Dakota
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Portable Operations
What do I need to get started?

• Check out the website of the 
various programs and pick one to 
activate
• Make sure you have your 

information correct before 
heading out
• I.e. P,S,I-OTA Identifier
• Many are 2-fers or 3-

fers!
• Check your equipment

• HF or VHF/UHF radio
• Batteries

• Antenna
• Coax
• Logbook
• CW paddle/key or mic

Powerfilms Solar Panel

Buddipole
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Typical Set Up for Portable Operations
Local Park or Drive Up Camping Spot
• IC-7300/Yaesu FT-991 or 100 W 

transciever
• Portable Gas Generator or Car 

Battery
• Buddipole/Small Yagi/Wire Antenna
• Laptop for Logging
Summit or Hike In Camping Spot
• Elecraft KX2/3, Xiegu G90, Yaesu FT-817/8
• Small LiFePO4 Battery  and optional Solar Panel 

for longer operating
• Wire Antenna, Home-Brew Hex Beam, Etc.
• Laptop, Tablet, Phone or Paper for logging
• Size and Weight are important!

Powerfilms Solar Panel

Buddipole



Portable Operations
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You don’t need a lot of fancy, expensive equipment to get involved
• Join a club activity

• Many clubs do portable activations as a club and members are usually more 
than happy to share equipment

• Go with another ham
• Get going with SOTA

• All you need is an HT!
• A tape measure yagi will improve your luck and is inexpensive
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Portable Operations are Fun!
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Useful Links

Summits on the Air
• Home Page   https://www.sota.org.uk/
• General Rules   https://www.sota.org.uk/Joining-In/General-Rules
• SOTA Summits   https://summits.sota.org.uk/
• SOTA Maps of Summits   https://www.sotamaps.org/
• SOTA Watch   https://sotawatch.sota.org.uk/
• SOTA Database   https://www.sotadata.org.uk/en/

Parks on the Air
• Home Page   https://parksontheair.com/
• Active Spots   https://pota.us/#/
• Upcoming Activations   https://pota.us/#/activations

US Islands Award Program
• Home Page   https://usislands.org/
• Rules   https://usislands.org/rules-and-program-information/
• Island Directory   https://usislands.org/island-directory/

Islands on the Air
• Home Page https://www.iota-world.org/
• IOTA DX Spots https://www.iota-world.org/iotamaps/
• IOTA Groups and Islands https://www.iota-world.org/islands-on-the-air/iota-groups-islands.html

https://www.sota.org.uk/
https://www.sota.org.uk/Joining-In/General-Rules
https://summits.sota.org.uk/
https://www.sotamaps.org/
https://sotawatch.sota.org.uk/
https://www.sotadata.org.uk/en/
https://parksontheair.com/
https://pota.us/
https://pota.us/
https://usislands.org/
https://usislands.org/rules-and-program-information/
https://usislands.org/island-directory/
https://www.iota-world.org/
https://www.iota-world.org/iotamaps/
https://www.iota-world.org/islands-on-the-air/iota-groups-islands.html
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Questions?

To Learn More:

Check out the Nashua Area Radio 
Society’s Tech Night Program at:
n1fd.org/tech-night

Become an Internet Subscriber (or 
members of NARS):
n1fd.org/join-us

Much more information, pictures and 
video are available on our Blog at:
stationproject.blog

http://n1fd.org/tech-night
http://n1fd.org/join-us
https://stationproject.blog/


Please Now Leave this Breakout Room which should 

return you to the Main Room for the Ham Bootcamp 

Wrap-up!

Please Be Sure to Leave the Breakout Room and NOT 

the Meeting


